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(57) ABSTRACT

Methods for setting mutually dependent parameters of a
microprocessor controlled medical apparatus are disclosed.
Mutually dependent parameters may be set by displaying
mutually dependent parameter settings, displaying possible
values for at least one parameter setting, whereby limits of the
range of possible values is mutable and is automatically deter-
mined based on the current parameter settings, adjusting a
parameter setting upon manual selection by an operator, auto-
matically determining and displaying the value of at least one
parameter setting depending on the parameter setting that is
adjusted by the operator, whereby the determination of the
dependent parameter setting is based on a stored relationship
between parameter settings, implementing the set of adjusted
parameter settings by actuating a batch setting acceptance
operation, and operating the medical apparatus based on the
set of adjusted parameter settings.

17 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
BATCH PARAMETER SETTINGS IN A
MEDICAL APPARATUS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to European Application
No. EP 12 166 671.3 filed May 3, 2012, the contents of such
application being incorporated by reference herein.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to a method for setting mutually
dependent parameters of a microprocessor controlled medi-
cal apparatus that comprises at least a software component
driving a user interface connected to a screen.

The invention further relates to a medical apparatus using
this method.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Modern medical apparatuses are often controlled by a
microprocessor that, for example, operates pumps, reads sen-
sors and communicates with an operator via a user interface
like a monitor, keypad and/or touchscreen. This user interface
can make use of text, pictograms and/or graphical icons to
guide an operator through the setup and give him/her neces-
sary information during a therapy that is performed by the
medical apparatus. Thereby, parameter input is an essential
part of such medical equipment.

For example, extracorporeal blood treatment (ECB)
involves the continuous withdrawal of blood from a patient,
where the blood is processed within a medical device outside
of the patient and is then returned to the patient. Thereby,
parameters like the ultrafiltration volume, the therapy time
and the ultrafiltration rate can be input by a nurse depending
on the patient' prescription, and the medical apparatus can
then individually perform the therapy for each patient. The
traditional way is the separate input of parameters, i.e. one by
one entering the values by any means. However, some of such
parameters are mutually dependent from each other and pos-
sibly from even the time passed during the therapy, which can
cause usability problems.

The main disadvantage of this traditional way of parameter
entering is the frequent need of several iterative inputs of such
dependent parameters, which basically means a poor usabil-
ity. First of all, it wastes time to enter and confirm the later
possibly improper parameter value. Furthermore, the
explanatory power why a desired value of a parameter cannot
be entered or what value is possible to be entered is poor.

DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART

Therefore, US 2005/0256444 A1, for example, suggests a
user interface for a blood treatment device which allows to
select and review a series of parameter settings and to imple-
ment the settings in batch manner. Thereby, the graphical user
interface (GUI) automatically adjusts dependent settings like
the filtration rate as the user adjusts primary settings like the
blood flow rate. The effect of each setting change on another
setting may be viewed in real time before they are actively
enabled. Furthermore, limits for settings are established and
if a value that is input by an operator falls below or above a
limit, an alarm is issued. The alarm comes along with a
message explaining the reasons for the alarm, and the user
then has to reconsider his/her input before amended param-
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2

eters are confirmed and implemented to control the processes
of the extracorporeal blood treatment device.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Based on the prior art it is an objective of the invention to
provide a method for setting mutually dependent parameters
of a microprocessor controlled medical apparatus with
improved usability. It is another objective of the invention to
provide a corresponding medical apparatus.

According to aspects of the invention, this objective is
achieved by a method having the features of independent
Claim 1. Advantageous refinements of this method are set
forth in dependent Claims 2 through 14. The objective is also
achieved by a medical apparatus according to Claim 15.

Accordingly, a method for setting mutually dependent
parameters of a microprocessor controlled medical apparatus
is provided, said medical apparatus comprising a user inter-
face for setting said parameters, a screen for displaying said
parameters and a storage unit in which a set of rules is stored
defining relationships between mutually dependent param-
eters, wherein upon change of a first parameter, range limits
of at least one second parameter are set as a function of rules
defining relationships between said first parameter and said at
least one second parameter Alternatively, the method accord-
ing to aspects of the invention can be used for setting mutually
dependent parameters of a microprocessor controlled medi-
cal apparatus, whereby processes of the medical apparatus are
operated based on these parameter settings. The medical
apparatus therefore comprises means for manual selection
and amendment of the parameter settings by an operator, and
the method comprises at least the following steps:

displaying on the screen a set of at least two mutually

dependent parameter settings;

displaying on the screen a range of possible values for at

least one parameter setting, whereby at least one of the
limiters of the range of possible values is mutable and is
automatically determined based on the current param-
eter settings;

adjusting a parameter setting upon manual selection by an

operator,

automatically determining and displaying the value of at

least one parameter setting depending on the parameter
setting that is adjusted by the operator, whereby the
determination of said dependent parameter setting is at
least based on the stored relationships between param-
eter settings;

implementing the set of amended parameter settings by

actuating a batch setting acceptance operation; and
operating the processes of the medical apparatus based on
the set of amended parameter settings.

The invention involves a new way of handling parameters
which comprises validating and confirming the mutually
dependent parameters together (in a batch) and not one by
one. Furthermore, it is displayed how the change of one
parameter affects the others right away at the change,
whereby the possible parameter ranges at the change of any of
the parameters are displayed, too, and they can be considered
by the operator before parameters are set and implemented to
operate the processes of the medical apparatus.

Since adjusting a parameter in the input window should
obviously and visibly be avoided beyond the allowable ranges
of'low and high limits, there is no need for explanatory mes-
sages why a parameter value had to be refused. Thus, support
and advice regarding the allowable input of a parameter is
indirectly done by controlling a derived parameter within its
allowable range.
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Thereby, at least one of the limiters of a range of possible
values is mutable and can automatically be adjusted based on
different information. Thus, the range of possible values for at
least one dependent parameter setting is automatically deter-
mined and displayed when a parameter setting is adjusted by
the operator, whereby the determination of said dependent
range is at least based on the stored relationships between
parameter settings.

In one embodiment of the invention, the parameter settings
cannot be adjusted to values beyond the respective ranges of
possible values in order to prevent inappropriate or even
dangerous parameter settings. However, if the parameter set-
tings can be adjusted to values beyond the respective ranges
of possible values, said adjustment can be indicated visually
and/or acoustically. Hereby, the operator is informed of this
condition of operation.

The determination of dependent parameter settings and/or
ranges of possible values for parameter settings can further be
based on additional data that is provided to the software
component. For example, data input by the operator and/or
data stored in the storage unit can be used for such determi-
nation. Furthermore, the determination of dependent param-
eter settings can be based on priority rules that are stored in
the storage unit. For example, if the absolute value of a param-
eter is considered more important than the limit of another
parameter, said less important limit may be amended auto-
matically.

In one embodiment of the invention, the medical apparatus
is an extracorporeal blood treatment device, and the param-
eter settings comprise at least the ultrafiltration volume, the
therapy time and/or the ultrafiltration rate. Alternatively or in
addition, parameters like the blood flow can be set, for
example, whereby the operator can preferably choose the
selection of possible parameter settings.

Preferably, at least one range of possible values for a
parameter setting is automatically adjusted as a function of
the therapy time. Consequently, a parameter can reach a lim-
iter of its range of possible values during therapy without any
changes of the respective parameter by the operator. In that
case, this parameter setting can automatically be adjusted to
possible values, when a mutable limiter of the time dependent
range of possible values becomes equal to a current parameter
setting. Alternatively or in addition, it is indicated visually
and/or acoustically, when a mutable limiter of the time depen-
dent range of possible values becomes equal to a current
parameter setting. Hereby, the operator is informed of this
condition of operation.

The parameter settings as well as the ranges of possible
values can be displayed on the screen in many different ways.
In one embodiment of the invention, they are displayed in
numerical form. In another embodiment, they are displayed
by means of sliders on a labeled scale, and combinations of
these embodiments are possible, too.

Preferably, the screen is a touchscreen, and the batch set-
ting acceptance operation for implementing a set of amended
parameter settings is actuated by a soft button on the touch-
screen. Alternatively or in addition, the medical apparatus can
comprise a hardware button that can be used by the operator
to actuate the batch setting acceptance operation for imple-
menting a set of amended parameter settings.

The invention further comprises a medical apparatus, com-
prising at least a software component driving a user interface
connected to a screen and a storage unit in which a set of rules
is stored that defines the relationship between mutually
dependent parameter settings based on which the medical
apparatus is operated. The medical apparatus further com-
prises means for manual selection and amendment of the
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parameter settings by an operator and means for setting and
implementing mutually dependent parameters with the
described method.

Preferably, the method according to aspects of the inven-
tion can be used in an extracorporeal blood treatment device
that performs hemodialysis, hemofiltration, hemodialfiltra-
tion, ultrafiltration and/or plasmapheresis, for example, but
the invention is not limited to this application. Since param-
eter set up can be important for all kinds of medical appara-
tuses, the invention can have advantages for other applica-
tions, too.

Additional advantages, special features and practical
refinements of the invention can be gleaned from the depen-
dent claims and from the presentation below of preferred
embodiments making reference to the figures.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The figures show the following:

FIG. 1 an example of a system architecture to implement
the method according to aspects of the invention;

FIG. 2 a numerical input window for parameter input
according to a first embodiment of the invention; and

FIG. 3 a slider pad for parameter input according to a
second embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 shows a diagram depicting the basic features of a
system architecture of a microprocessor controlled extracor-
poreal blood treatment device (ECB device), which is one
example of a medical apparatus for which the invention can
be used. The ECB device comprises at least an extracorporeal
blood circuit, pumps and sensors (not shown) and a software
component 20 that controls processes 50 for performing the
therapy functions of the ECB device. The ECB device also
comprises a screen 10 on which a batch parameter setting
input window 11 can be displayed by the general user inter-
face (GUI) of the software component 20 that runs on the
main CPU of the ECB device. Preferably, the screen 10 is a
touchscreen which allows display and input of information by
a user of the ECB device.

According to aspects of the embodiment of FIG. 1, the
software component 20 provides parameter settings and sta-
tuses to two software units 30 and 40. The first software unit
30 is a control unit (LL.C) that controls the processes 50 of the
device based on these parameter settings and statuses. The
same parameter settings and statuses are provided to a super-
visor unit (LLS) 40 that also receives data from the processes
50 and monitors these processes based on the received data
and the parameter settings/statuses. Thereby, a safety relevant
input procedure can ensure that the parameters settings and
statuses which are used by the control unit 30 and the super-
visor unit 40, are the same.

The software component 20 drives a user interface 21 that
is connected to the screen 10 and comprises means for dis-
playing the batch parameter input window 11 on the screen
10. When parameters have been input in this input window 11
by an operator, they can be confirmed by touching a software
accept button 12, for example. Alternatively or in addition, a
hardware enter button 13 can be provided which can be
pressed to confirm an amended parameter setting.

Upon confirmation, the software component 20 stores the
parameter settings and their status in the local memory of the
input window 11 and in the data memory 22 of the main CPU,
respectively. The corresponding input window 11 can be



US 9,293,110 B2

5

closed, and the processes 50 of the ECB device are controlled
by the control unit 30 based on the amended/new parameter
settings. If amended parameters are not confirmed within a
certain time period, they can be cancelled and the current
settings remain unchanged.

The operation procedure always starts with the opening of
the corresponding input window 11. Then, a current set of
mutually dependent parameters (batch) is displayed in the
input window 11, and preferably any of the parameters can be
adjusted. At the same time, ranges of possible values are
determined and displayed for each parameter to indicate to
the user within which range a parameter can be changed. The
adjustment of parameters within these ranges can then be
performed manually by a user, automatically or by the time
passed during therapy. Selecting any of such parameters is
inherently done by adjusting it, or the corresponding param-
eter has to be selected in order to be adjustable. Thus, the step
of'selecting a parameter is not necessary if any of them may be
changed separately and directly. Preferably, a parameter can-
not be modified to values below or above its range values, but
one has to keep in mind that these range values can change as
a function of other parameters and/or time passed during the
therapy.

If the modification of a value leads to an amendment of one
or more dependent parameters, this adjustment is automati-
cally performed and displayed in the input window. Thereby,
rules of relationships between the parameters are used. These
rules of relationship can be stored in the data memory 22 of
the main CPU, and may affect the range values, too. However,
if by this adjustment a dependent parameter reaches one of'its
limits, the dependent parameter is not changed beyond this
limit. This means that the parameter which is to be modified
by the user cannot be modified to certain values in order to
comply with the range values of the dependent parameter.
Therefore, the possible values of a parameter can be restricted
directly by its range values, and indirectly by the range values
of dependent parameters. Alternatively, if parameters can be
changed beyond their range values, the operator should be
informed of this condition by any kind of alarm, for example.

The batch parameter input window 11 can be implemented
in different ways, whereby the chosen implementation and
design can be adopted to the design of other windows of the
application, for example. In one embodiment ofthe invention,
the user can choose and even switch between different
designs.

In a first embodiment of the invention, the batch parameter
input window 11 is implemented in numerical form. A pos-
sible embodiment of such numerical input window 11 is
shown in FIG. 2. Thereby, current parameters like the ultra-
filtration volume (UF volume), the therapy time and the ultra-
filtration rate (UF rate) are displayed in numerical parameter
fields 60, 61 and 62. Upward/downward buttons 70, 71, 72,
73, 74 and 75 are provided on left and right sides of each
parameter field, and these upward/downward buttons can be
used to increase or decrease the value of the corresponding
parameter setting. For example, each left button 70,72, 74 can
be used to decrease a value, whereas each right button 71, 73,
75 can be used to increase the corresponding value.

In another alternative, only two upward and downward
buttons are provided which can be used to set all parameters
60, 61 and 62. Then, means have to be provided to select a
parameter that is to be modified by the upward/downward
buttons.

Next to the upward/downward buttons, further numerical
range fields 90, 91, 92, 93, 94 and 95 are arranged that indi-
cate possible values for each parameter. Thereby, the lowest
possible value is displayed left of each input field 60, 61, 62 in
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range fields 90, 92 and 94, whereas the highest possible value
is displayed right of each input field 60, 61, 62 in range fields
91, 93, and 95. From these range fields the operator can see
within which range the corresponding parameter can be set.
Some of these range values can be fixed, but at least some of
them are variable as they depend on other parameters and/or
the time passed during the therapy.

The variable range values are automatically set, and the UF
rate of biologic algorithm is an example for such automati-
cally set parameter. Furthermore, the lowest limit for the UF
volume is equal to the actual UF volume at the current therapy
time. The same applies to the lowest limit for the therapy time
which is equal to the actual therapy time, where the actual
therapy time is the real time passed except for the periods of
bypass status of dialyzing fluid. These lowest values of'the UF
volume and the therapy time are automatically adjusted, too.
Another example for an automatically set parameter is the
HDF-Bag Infusion volume considering the infusion boluses
administered from the same set of bags.

If an operator now wishes to change the ultrafiltration
volume manually, he/she pushes the upward/downward but-
tons 70 or 71 accordingly. Then, the value displayed in the
input field 60 changes. The value can be changed stepless, or
each push on a button can change the ultrafiltration volume in
steps of several milliliters to simplify the input, whereby
constant pressure on the button changes the value continu-
ously. In one embodiment of the invention, the operator can
choose the size of these steps in a setup menu.

Thereby, the operator can see from the range fields 90 and
91 within which range the ultrafiltration volume can be
changed. The operator will not change the UF volume inap-
propriately, and usually no alarm is needed to avoid false
inputs. The minimum value in the range field 90 will auto-
matically change during therapy, whereas the maximum
value in the range field 91 can remain constant. Therefore, the
operator can set a very high UF volume, but cannot set a UF
volume below the low limit in field 90. If the user tries to
further decrease the parameter setting in the input field 60 by
pushing the downward button 70, this will not be possible.

When the operator changes a parameter, rules for relation-
ships between mutually dependent parameters are applied,
and if the change of one parameter affects other parameters,
these dependent parameters are changed based on these rules.
This change of dependent parameters is immediately deter-
mined and displayed in the respective input fields, too.
Hereby, the user can see how his/her amendment influences
other parameter settings. If the ultrafiltration volume is
increased, for example, this has an effect on the therapy time,
and the operator can see this dependency when he/she manu-
ally changes the ultrafiltration volume. Furthermore, the
operator can also see from the range fields 92 and 93 for the
therapy time, within which range the therapy time as depen-
dent parameter can be changed. Thus, if the user tries to
change the ultrafiltration volume within its possible range
limits, he/she can see that this change is also limited by the
possible range values for dependent parameters like the
therapy time. The same applies vice versa, and reduces the
need for explanatory messages why a parameter value had to
be refused.

If the batch parameter setting is finished by the operator, a
soft button 12 can be pressed to confirm the amended values.
The values can also be undone by pressing an “Undo”-button
14. If the user wishes to change to another window or menu,
the “Close”-button 15 can be pressed. Alternatively or in
addition, buttons with one or all of these functions can be
implemented as hardware buttons.
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In a second embodiment of the invention, the batch param-
eter input window 11 is implemented by a slider pad which is
shown in FIG. 3. Parameters like the UF volume, the therapy
time and the UF rate can be set again, and the current value of
each parameter is displayed in numerical form in input fields
60, 61 and 62. Furthermore, the input parameters are graphi-
cally represented by several sliders that can be moved along
corresponding scales 100, 101 and 102. These sliders 80, 81,
82 and 83 can manually be moved by dragging a slider along
each scale of possible values of equipment specification. If a
manual slider 80, 81, 82, 83 is moved, the numerical repre-
sentation in the respective fields 60, 61 and 62 changes
accordingly. Thus, the position of sliders represents the value
of an input parameter, which is echoed/displayed in numeri-
cal form, too.

In addition, the scales for the UF volume and the therapy
time can have upward/downward buttons 70,71, 72 and 73 on
each side. The corresponding parameter can also be increased
or decreased by pressing these buttons, whereby the corre-
sponding manual sliders 80, 81, 82, 83 are adjusted accord-
ingly. Preferably, the input value can be decreased by pressing
a left button 70 or 72, and can be increased by pressing a right
button 71 or 73. The modification can again be stepless, or
each push on a button can change the respective value in steps
of several units to simplify the input.

Furthermore, if another parameter is affected by the change
of a parameter, this dependent parameter is automatically
adjusted by movement of the corresponding manual slider
and the respective numerical indication. Thereby, stored rules
for relationships between the parameter settings are used. For
example, it manual slider 81 is moved along axis 101 to adjust
the therapy time, manual slider 80 is automatically moved
along axis 100 to adapt the ultrafiltration volume, too.

To indicate to the operator within which range a parameter
can be adjusted, fixed values on the scales 100, 101 and 102
are used in combination with variable range values that are
indicated by automatically set sliders 96 and 97. The position
of the automatically set sliders 96, 97 is again determined
based on the time passed during the therapy and/or other
parameter settings. Thus, the position of the automatically set
sliders 96 and 97 can change at least as a function of the
therapy time and/or the adjustment of parameter settings
again. This means that the scales of sliders might be further
limited/restricted by upper and lower limiters, which are
either input sliders themselves, or just automatic devices rep-
resenting any kind of other limitations of any sources for the
given input parameter.

For example, automatically set slider 97 for the minimum
therapy time will automatically move to the right when
therapy time passes by. This shows the operator that the
therapy time can be adjusted between this lowest value and a
fixed maximum value of 10 hours, for example. At the same
time, the passed therapy time influences the position of auto-
matically set slider 96 which indicates the minimum ultrafil-
tration volume. Thus, the operator will not try to change a
parameter below or above these values and no alarm should
be needed to avoid inappropriate parameter settings.

However, any input limitation might also be changed in any
scale depending on priority decisions about the order of
parameter setting. This can even occur in the derived scale by
proper signaling the potentially unsafe situation. For
example, if the UF volume is increased, the therapy time can
be increased automatically, if the UF rate’s upper limit was
reached. Alternatively, if the therapy time is considered more
important than the upper limit of the UF rate, the upper limit
of the UF rate may be increased automatically. This can be
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accompanied by changing its color to yellow or red, until the
end of the scale of the equipment specification of UF Rate
would be reached.

The derived parameter might be not just a single value, but
a range, t0o. In such embodiment, the range depends on a set
of input data, which is set in another input window. Then the
above described limitation of the derived parameter is meant
for the whole range, i.e. all values of the range of the derived
parameter. The allowable input parameter range is then
defined by the upper/lower limiters of its scale or by the
upper/lower limiters of the derived parameter scale, whatso-
ever is stricter, i.e. gives smaller value for the upper limit or
bigger value for the lower limit of the input parameter. The
dragging ofa slider is then allowed within the allowable range
ofupper and lower limits only, regardless of whether they are
defined by its scale or the derived parameter scale.

For example, a special axis with profile input can be pro-
vided for the ultrafiltration rate. When a corresponding profile
button 200 is pressed, a window for a profile setting can open,
whereby this kind of profile setting is known. It offers the
option to choose stored UF-profiles or create a new UF-
profile. The desired ultrafiltration rate can be input, whereby
there must be a scale of percentage values around 100%
which is the average UF rate. The integrated value of UF rate
profile must be equal to the set UF volume. The minimum and
maximum values in this profile, or a profile set by any differ-
ent way, will then determine the range of derived parameters
indicated by a range 201 on scale 102. From this profile range
201, the operator can see that the maximum value for the
manual slider 82 is limited by the left side of the profile range
201, and the minimum value for the manual slider 83 is
limited by the right side of the profile range 201. Thereby, the
width of the profile range 201 can change.

In one embodiment of the invention, the system stops drag-
ging sliders and reacts by audio/voice feed-back and/or other
visual feed-back, when a limiter is reached or touched. If a
manual slider 80, 81, 83, 84 is even left at a limiter, the
position of which depends on something else than another
input value (depends primarily on time), then the slider might
by pushed/adjusted automatically (without user dragging) by
the non-input driven limiter, however, giving proper audio/
voice and/or visual feed-back from the operation.

Preferably, the slider pad 11 provides for the same hard-
ware buttons or soft buttons 12, 14 and 15 to confirm or undo
values, and to close the input window 11. Furthermore,
beyond the slider pad operations there can be other parameter
setting ways. For example, a calculator pad can open when a
displayed value is pressed.

For all embodiments of batch parameter input windows 11
different confirmation scenarios can be implemented. For
example, no confirmation window is used at all, or there is a
confirmation window, but without safety relevant checking.
In a third case, there is a confirmation window of safety
relevant check. However, the differences of the cases and the
condition of validating/confirming the values of parameters
are not relevant from the operation procedure point of view.
The need of confirmation windows and/or confirmation win-
dow of safety relevant check at parameter input is the subject
of design decisions based upon the risk management of the
system.

The invention claimed is:

1. A microprocessor controlled medical apparatus for set-
ting parameters, said medical apparatus comprising,

a user interface for setting an adjustable parameter and at

least one dependent parameter;

a screen for displaying the adjustable parameter and the at

least one dependent parameter;
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a storage unit in which a set of rules is stored, the set of
rules defining relationships between the adjustable
parameter and the at least one dependent parameter;

wherein in real time and upon a change of the adjustable
parameter, a range of the at least one dependent param-
eter, including an upper limit of the range and a lower
limit of the range, is determined as a function of the set
of rules defining relationships between the adjustable
parameter and the at least one dependent parameter;

wherein the range of the at least one dependent parameter,
including the upper limit and lower limit of the range, is
automatically determined and adjusted during a therapy
using the medical apparatus and wherein the automatic
determination and adjustment occur as a function of a
therapy time; and

wherein the determined upper limit of the range and the
determined lower limit of the range is displayed on the
screen in real time and as the adjustable parameter is
changed.

2. The microprocessor controlled medical apparatus
according to claim 1, wherein a value of the adjustable param-
eter, the range of the at least one dependent parameter, or a
combination thereof, for the adjustable parameter, the at least
one dependent parameter, or both, is displayed in numerical
form.

3. The microprocessor controlled medical apparatus
according to claim 1, wherein the adjustable parameter, the at
least one dependent parameter, the range of the at least one
dependent parameter, or a combination thereof, are displayed
by sliders on a labeled scale.

4. The medical apparatus of claim 1, wherein the at least
one dependent parameter includes a first dependent param-
eter and a second dependent parameter, and wherein in real
time and upon the adjustment in the adjustable parameter, a
range of the first dependent parameter and a range of the
second dependent parameter, including upper limits and
lower limits for each range, are determined as a function of
the set of rules.

5. A method for setting parameters of a microprocessor
controlled apparatus, the method comprising the steps of:

displaying on a screen an adjustable parameter and at least
one dependent parameter;

adjusting, via a user interface, the adjustable parameter
upon manual selection by an operator;

determining, in real time and upon adjustment of the
adjustable parameter, a range of the at least one depen-
dent parameter, including an upper limit of the range and
a lower limit of the range, as a function of a set of rules
defining relationships between the adjustable parameter
and the at least one dependent parameter;

wherein the range of the at least one dependent parameter,
including the upper limit and lower limit of the range, is
automatically determined and adjusted during a therapy
using the medical apparatus and wherein the automatic
determination and adjustment occur as a function of a
therapy time; and

displaying the determined upper limit of the range and the
determined lower limit of the range of the at least one
dependent parameter on the screen in real time and as the
adjustable parameter is adjusted.

6. Method according to claim 5, wherein the dependent
parameter cannot be adjusted to values beyond the deter-
mined upper limit of the range and the determined lower limit
of the range of the dependent parameter.

7. Method according to claim 5, wherein the dependent
parameter can be adjusted to values beyond the determined
upper limit of the range and the determined lower limit of the
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range of the dependent parameter, and an adjustment beyond
the determined upper limit of the range or the determined
lower limit of the range of the dependent parameter is indi-
cated visually, acoustically, or by a combination thereof.

8. Method according to claim 5, wherein the determination
of'the at least one dependent parameter, the determined range,
or a combination thereof, is based on additional data that is
provided to the software.

9. Method according to claim 5, wherein the determination
of'the at least one dependent parameter, the determined range,
or a combination thereof] is based on priority rules that are
stored in a storage unit.

10. Method according to claim 5, wherein the adjustable
parameter is adjusted to possible values, when a mutable
limiter of the time dependent range of possible values
becomes equal to a current parameter.

11. Method according to claim 5, wherein it is indicated
visually, acoustically, or a combination thereof, when a
mutable limiter of the time dependent range of possible val-
ues becomes equal to a current parameter.

12. Method according to claim 5, wherein the screen is a
touchscreen, and a batch setting acceptance operation for
implementing a set of amended parameters is actuated by a
soft button on the touchscreen.

13. Method according to claim 5, wherein a batch setting
acceptance operation for implementing a set of amended
parameters is actuated by a hardware button at a extracorpo-
real blood treatment device.

14. Medical apparatus, comprising a software component
driving a user interface connected to a screen and a storage
unit in which a set of rules is stored that defines the relation-
ship between an adjustable parameter and at least one depen-
dant based on which the medical apparatus is operated,
wherein the medical apparatus is configured for manual
selection of the adjustable parameter and the at least one
dependant parameter by an operator and for setting and
implementing the adjustable parameter and the at least one
dependent parameter with the method according to claim 5.

15. Medical apparatus according to claim 14, wherein the
medical apparatus is an extracorporeal blood treatment
device.

16. The method of claim 5, wherein the at least one depen-
dent parameter includes a first dependent parameter and a
second dependent parameter, and wherein in real time and
upon the adjustment in the adjustable parameter, a range of
the first dependent parameter and a range of the second
dependent parameter, including upper limits and lower limits
for each range, are determined as a function of the set of rules.

17. A microprocessor controlled medical apparatus for set-
ting parameters, said medical apparatus comprising:

a user interface for setting an adjustable parameter,
wherein the adjustable parameter is associated with at
least two dependent parameters, each dependent param-
eter having a range including an upper limit and a lower
limit;

a screen for displaying the adjustable parameter and the at
least two dependent parameters;

a storage unit in which a set of rules is stored, the set of
rules defining relationships between the adjustable
parameter and the at least two dependent parameters;

wherein, in real time and upon the adjustment ofthe adjust-
able parameter, a first range of a first of the at least two
dependent parameters and a second range of a second of
the at least two dependent parameters, including upper
limits and lower limits for each range, are determined as
a function of the set of rules; wherein at least one of the
range of the first dependent parameter or the range of the
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second dependent parameter, including the upper limit
and lower limit of the range, is automatically determined
and adjusted during a therapy using the medical appara-
tus; wherein the automatic determination and adjust-
ment occur as a function of a therapy time; and

wherein the determined upper and lower limits of each of
the determined ranges is displayed on the screen in real
time and as the adjustable parameter is changed.
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